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Dear Dr. Romano, 
 
It has recently come to our attention that the Loyola Law School of Los Angeles is organizing between July 
17 – August 5, 2011, a summer program in Cyprus about international dispute settlement and conflict 
resolution in cooperation with the University of Nicosia and the illegal «Eastern Mediterranean 
University» («EMU»). Since part of this summer program is due to take place in Famagusta, which is 
situated in the Turkish occupied part of Cyprus, please allow me to briefly bring to your attention the 
situation on the island.  
 
As I am sure you are aware, Cyprus has been illegally divided since the summer of 1974 when Turkey 
invaded the island, in violation of all rules of international law and legality, including the U.N. Charter, and 
occupied approximately 37% of the northern part of the sovereign territory of the Republic of Cyprus. 
The invasion and continuing illegal occupation of this northern part of the island, by what is today a force 
of 43,000 Turkish troops, has resulted in the mass violation of the human rights of the Cypriot people; the 
forcible expulsion of approximately 200,000 Greek Cypriots from their homes, which at the time 
amounted to almost one-third of the total population of the island (the equivalent in the US would be 
approximately 100 million); massive colonization through the illegal implantation of more than 180,000 
Turkish mainland settlers in the occupied areas of Cyprus; usurpation and illegal exploitation of property 
belonging to the Greek Cypriot refugees; cultural destruction and religious desecration; suffering of a 
great number of families whose relatives remain missing since 1974 and whose fate is still unknown, 
including four Americans; and forcible ethnic segregation and division of the Greek Cypriot and Turkish 
Cypriot communities.  
 
The unilateral declaration of the so-called «Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus» («TRNC»), the 
secessionist entity established illegally in the northern occupied part of Cyprus by Turkey in 1983, has 
been condemned as legally invalid by United Nations Security Council Resolutions 541 (1983) and 550 
(1984). These Resolutions consider the Government of the Republic of Cyprus as the only internationally 
recognized Government in the entire territory of the Republic, while they call upon the international 
community not to recognize, facilitate or in any other way assist the secessionist entity set up in the 
occupied part of Cyprus and to respect the sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of the 
Republic of Cyprus. In conformity with the aforementioned U.N. Resolutions, no country, except Turkey, 
has recognized this illegal entity. The Government of the Republic of Cyprus remains the only 
internationally recognized Government in the entire territory of Cyprus, including the northern part of 
the island, even though it does not exercise effective control over the northern part of the country 
because of the continuing Turkish occupation.  
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In regards to the so-called «universities» established in the occupied part of Cyprus, I would like to bring 
to your attention that the Laws of the Republic of Cyprus stipulate that all academic institutions in Cyprus 
be registered with and accredited by the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic of Cyprus. The 
«universities» operating in the Turkish occupied areas of Cyprus have neither been registered nor 
accredited by the aforementioned competent authority, and as such they are unlawfully operating 
«educational institutions» which are not recognized by the Government of the Republic of Cyprus. In this 
context, the argument advanced by some, including Turkey and the Turkish Cypriots, that all 
«universities» operating in the occupied part of Cyprus do so under the purported «law» of the «TRNC» 
and that these «universities» are evaluated, accredited and recognized by the so-called «Ministry of 
Education» of the «TRNC», cannot be accepted by anyone, including the internationally recognized 
educational organizations and members of the international community in general, since the 
establishment and operation of the so-called «Ministry» by the illegal secessionist entity violates 
international legality and U.N. Security Council Resolutions on Cyprus. 
 
Besides their illegal status, Turkish Cypriot «universities», are also involved in the illegal exploitation of 
Greek Cypriot properties in the occupied part of Cyprus, as they operate on land and buildings which 
belong to Greek Cypriot refugees who were forcibly expelled from their homes and properties by the 
Turkish military after the invasion of 1974. At the time of the Turkish invasion in 1974, Greek Cypriots 
owned properties including houses, hotels and businesses which covered 78,62% of the privately-owned 
land today under Turkish military occupation. The vast majority of these properties have been illegally 
exploited, without the consent of the legal Greek Cypriot owners, by Turkey and its subordinate local 
administration in the occupied part of Cyprus.  
 
The illegal exploitation and use of Greek Cypriot properties in the occupied areas of Cyprus was brought 
before Cypriot, British and other European Courts in several cases. In all cases, the Courts held, inter alia, 
that: (a) Turkey violates the property rights of Greek Cypriot refugees, as it denies them both access and 
the peaceful enjoyment of their property in the occupied part of Cyprus and (b) Greek Cypriot owners 
have not lost the legal title to their properties as a result of the occupation and have always remained and 
will continue to remain the only rightful and lawful owners of their properties in the occupied areas of 
Cyprus. The right, therefore, of every Greek Cypriot refugee who owns property in the occupied areas to 
bring Turkey or any individual person, company or institution before a competent Court for violating 
his/her property rights, trespassing etc, is valid and available to any affected individual in Cyprus.   
 
A clear example of the exploitation and use of Greek Cypriot properties in the occupied areas of Cyprus, 
which is directly related to the summer program that the Loyola Law School is organizing in Cyprus, is the 
case of the «Eastern Mediterranean University». In particular, the «EMU» is situated in the occupied town 
of Ammochostos (Famagusta) and its premises comprise the usurped buildings and land of the Center of 
Higher Studies of Ammochostos, also known as the Saveriades K.A.S.A. College. In its Judgment of 
September 22, 2009, in the case of Saveriades v Turkey (16160/90), the European Court of Human Rights 
found Turkey responsible for various violations of the European Convention on Human Rights, including 
violation of the right of Mr. Saveriades, a Greek Cypriot refugee and owner of the Saveriades K.A.S.A. 
College, to have full access to and control, use and enjoy his property. Moreover, the fact that the 
dormitories of this «university» are offered as possible accommodation for students who will participate 
in the summer program, further adds to the illegality of the situation, as students are effectively urged to 
commit trespassing violations and thus contribute to the violation of the property rights of Greek Cypriot 
refugees. 
 
The aforementioned situation in Cyprus is brought to your attention in order to highlight the implications 
that accompany possible cooperation with illegal «universities» operating in the areas of the Republic of 
Cyprus which are under Turkish military occupation. I am certain that as an esteemed and respected 
academic institution, the Loyola Law School would not wish to be associated, either directly or indirectly, 
with actions that undermine the sovereignty of the Republic of Cyprus, endorse the illegal usurpation of  
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