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PRESIDENT'S PROFILE

David W. Burcham '84
Appointed LMU’s 15th President

The staff and faculty at the Law School supported

the board’s nomination of Burcham. “With limitless
enthusiasm and passion, Dave Burcham oversaw an
era of extraordinary growth at the Law School—both
academic and fiscal. He is absolutely the right person
to lead LMU as it continues to grow,” said Victor Gold,
Fritz B. Burns Dean.

seminar on the U.S. Supreme Court along with Professor

David W. Burcham has been an inte- . .
Emeritus Christopher May.

gral part of the Loyola Marymount
University (LMU) community for
nearly 30 years, and now the Loyola
Law School alumnus has become the
University’s leader. After a nation-
wide search, the Loyola Marymount
University Board of Trustees unani-
mously elected Burcham as the 15th
president of the University, making

Burcham acknowledges that his Loyola Law School edu-
cation prepared him for his new position as president.
“At its core, legal education and legal analysis is about
problem solving—breaking down an issue or a problem
to component parts,” he noted. “And that's exactly

In 1981, Burcham commenced his legal career as a stu- what you do as an administrator of a university.”
dent at the Law School. He was chief articles editor of

the Loyola of Los Angeles Law Review and received

numerous academic honors, including the William Tell

Aggeler Award for attaining the highest cumulative
grade point average in his class. He served as a law clerk
to U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice Byron R. White
and then worked in private practice before returning to
the Law School in 1991.

As a professor, Burcham taught several courses, includ-

Burcham the first Loyola Law School
graduate to hold the position in the
institution’s 100-year history.

Board Chairman R. Chad Dreier called Burcham “the
best person to lead LMU.” During a speech given at
the Law School, Burcham thanked his supporters and
expressed his gratitude to the Law School community
for their continued support and commitment to excel-
lence: “I'm very honored to be the 15th president,
and | really appreciate the trust and the respect that
you had for the process and the confidence you

have in me.”

ing Constitutional Law. “It's incredibly rewarding and
exciting to help students navigate through the subject.
There is no job that | can think of where you get more
rewards than teaching,” said Burcham. He continued
teaching while he served as associate dean for academic
affairs from 1999-2000 and also after he was appointed
the 15th dean of Loyola Law School in 2000—a position
he held for eight years.

LMU appointed Burcham to the newly created posi-
tion of executive vice president and provost in January
of 2008. He most recently served as interim president
following the resignation of Father Robert B. Lawton,
S.J. During this transition, Burcham has continued to
spend time in the classroom teaching an undergraduate

David W. Burcham ‘84




