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Loyola Law School Opens New
Center for Juvenile Law, Policy

By Susan McRae some kind of placement,” he said.
Daily Joural Staff Writer ‘The center plans to get more resources
A 12-year-old boy languished for five for public defenders, Yamashiro added.
months in juvenile hall, thinking his “It's not because lawyers don’t care,” he
lawyer had forgotten about him, before said, “but because they don’t have any
his case was decided. control over their caseloads.”

A psychologically disturbed teen Part teaching facility, part clinical advo-
proved too much for his specialeducation  cacy, part policy reform and resource
teachers, who turned him over to the juve-  institute, the center is the first of its kind
nile court system. on the West Coast to try to bring all

Parents called police to punish an incor-  aspects of the juvenile delinquency sys-
rigible youth who sneaked a nighttime tem under one roof.
joyride in the family car. Yamashiro said he recognized during

These are some of the problems Cyn  his 10 years in the public defender’s office
Yamashiro hopes to tackle as director of the need for an organization that could
the newly created Center for Juvenile Law  really advocate for kids in custody, not

and Policy at Loyola Law School. only case by case but also through leg-
“One of the reasons children are not islative lobbying and impact litigation.
getting personal attention is because of the “Every large city has a center to track

sheer numbers of clients,” said Yamashiro, ~what's going on in the system and to pro-

a former deputy public defender, who vide ways to create a more humane envi-

spent 2% years supervising the juvenile ronment,” he said.

division in Compton. Yamashiro mentioned Northwestern
“It's not uncommon that there willbe a  University in Chicago, Georgetown

pool of children at juvenile hall awaiting See Page 5 — LOYOLA






